
 

 

The call to action came this summer when Mitch and I were asked to co-chair the 2019 STARS Gala 

Auction. Our first assignment was to produce the theme that would set the tone for this signature 

fundraising event—a task that we did not take lightly. Following years of inspiring auction themes, it was 

daunting to think of one that was original. 

We knew fundamentally that we wanted the theme to encourage excitement in the community about 

what is happening with our new school administrative team, to be positive and to show appreciation for 

all that EC has to offer. While we very much wanted to raise the temperature of school spirit as it relates 

to traditional, earthly goals such as academics, sports, arts and leadership, we also wanted to raise the 

excitement around the sacred eternal aspects of celebrating the joy of having the Holy Spirit in our lives 

and what living out the fruits of the Spirit can do for our community. 

We considered many inspiring and motivational quotes but ultimately happened upon the EC fight song 

while looking at the EC website. 

With its powerful message, we knew right away that “Catch the Spirit” was the one. 

The graphics represent much more than just a promotional picture. Individually, wheat symbolizes 

prosperity and beyond that, in the Bible, wheat also represents the church and the church represents 

love and charity. The standout dove symbolizes the spirit that one might capture and the “t” in Spirit, 

emphasizing the Holy Cross. As a whole, it tells a story of a person, standing with the Church, arms 

raised to God, receiving the Spirit and in turn giving back praise and worship. 

For more than a decade, Mitch and I and our twin boys lived in different areas of the country, with the 

last five years here in Washington. We can honestly say that for us, Washington was the hardest place to 

find that sense of community—until two years after moving, through a friend’s referral, our lives 

changed when we joined Eastside Catholic School. 



We are particularly happy to see our twin sons’ Christian faith deepen as they freely celebrate their faith 

in school. During last school year, Mitch and I saw a need and decided to step in and help where we 

could. Mitch joined the Advancement Committee. I joined the Moms in Prayer group. We both joined 

the Booster Board and volunteered to co-chair the Auction Decorations Committee. Through these 

experiences, we got to know so many wonderful parents and staff and our faith in the school grew that 

much deeper. 

Thank you for the opportunity to share our story. We hope to inspire our community as our EC family 

has inspired us to answer a call to action. May we be a living testimony to each other and the world so 

that we may know the true meaning of “Catch the Spirit.” 

God bless you! 

Mitch and Carrie Parrish 


