
 

Recommendations for Optional Summer Reading 
 
With the exception of AP English Language and AP English Literature which has assigned texts, the 
English Department does not assign a required summer reading book for college-prep courses. We want 
students to use the summer as an opportunity to read books that interest, engage and challenge their 
thinking; to explore texts outside of the curriculum we cover during the school year. 
 
If students would like suggestions, however, we are happy to provide them! We have specifically chosen 
the recommendations below (optional reading) to complement our curriculum during the school year. 
Being able to make connections across texts is an important reading skill, and the titles below will offer 
students opportunities to connect what they read over the summer to what they will read in the 
classroom during the upcoming school year 
 
Ninth Grade 
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander 
Our first novel of the year in ninth grade is Long Way Down, the story of a teenage boy who faces a 
difficult decision, written as a series of poems. Many reluctant readers who enjoy Long Way Down will 
also enjoy The Crossover, also written in verse, about a young man's coming of age on and off the 
basketball court. 
 
If You Come Softly by Jacqueline Woodson 
Romeo and Juliet is the original story of the "star-crossed lovers," whose romance is doomed by a family 
feud. If You Come Softly updates this story to a modern-day prep school, where Elisha and Jeremiah 
must face pressures from family and friends, who don't approve of their relationship. 
 
Left for Dead: My Journey Home from Everest by Beck Weathers 
If you've seen the movie Everest, you'll remember Beck Weathers, the man who nearly died while 
stranded in a snowstorm on Mt. Everest but miraculously survived. The movie was based on this book, 
written by Weathers. It is an interesting contrast to our study of Into Thin Air--both are about the same 
event, but they have very different perspectives about why and how it happened.   
 
10th Grade 
Between Shades of Grey by Ruta Sepetys 
While Night is a memoir about the concentration camps of Nazi Germany, Between Shades of Grey is the 
story of a Lithuanian girl who is imprisoned in a concentration camp in Siberia in Soviet Russia. 
 
Maus I: A Survivor's Tale by Art Spiegelman 
This graphic novel recounts the author's father's experience in the Holocaust. It will pair nicely in terms 
of the genre with the graphic novel Persepolis and will provide an additional perspective of the 
Holocaust when students read Night. 
 
Children of Blood and Bone by Tomi Adeyemi 
In 10th grade, students will read two novels about colonial and post-colonial Nigeria. Children of Blood 
and Bone, by Nigerian-American author Tomi Adeyemi, is a young adult fantasy novel that draws on the 
culture and religion of the Yoruba tribe, an ethnic group in Nigeria. 
 
 



 
 
 
11th Grade 

Redeployment by Phil Klay 
Much like The Things They Carried is a collection of stories about the horrors of the Vietnam War, Klay's 
short story collection focuses on the experiences of the Iraq War. Klay served as a U.S. Marine during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. Many readers consider this book The Things They Carried for our time. 
 
The Short and Tragic Life of Robert Peace by Jeff Hobbs 
The author of The Short and Tragic Life of Robert Peace explores how the life of his college roommate, 
Robert Peace, ended so tragically despite such promise and potential. There are many parallels with The 
Other Wes Moore, in which the author attempts to understand how and why a young African-American 
man growing up in his neighborhood has a very different trajectory in life from his own. 
 
The Diviners by Libba Bray 
This young adult fantasy/historical fiction novel shows the fashion and thrill of the Roaring Twenties, 
just like The Great Gatsby. It's an entertaining mystery, but it also shows some of the darker sides of this 
period of American history. 
 
12th Grade 

The Best We Could Do by Thi Bui 
Similar to The Woman Warrior, The Best We Could Do is a memoir of the Asian-American immigrant 
experience. It's also told in graphic novel form, as we will encounter with American Born Chinese. 
 
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 
When we read Frankenstein, we'll explore the intersection of science, technology and humanity. The 
Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks is the true story of a vulnerable woman whose cells are used for several 
medical and scientific advances, including cloning, without her or her family's consent. 
 
Another Brooklyn by Jacqueline Woodson 
In Another Brooklyn, Woodson conveys the experiences of black girlhood in 1970s Brooklyn. It's a short 
read, but it's packed with powerful poetry. This book would a great addition to our study of the plays 
Fences and A Raisin in the Sun. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Recommendations from Mr. Ammons 

 
Fiction 
Dear Martin by Nic Stone         
EC Library: F STO 
Mr. Ammons says: This is like The Hate U Give for guys. 
 
Dear Evan Hansen: The Novel by Val Emmich      
EC Library: F EMM 
Mr. Ammons says: This book was developed from the musical by the same name. It deals with teen 
depression and suicide/grief.  
 
The Tattooist of Auschwitz: A Novel by Heather Morris     
EC Library: F MOR 
 
There There: A Novel by Tommy Orange        
EC Library: F ORA 
Mr. Ammons says: I really liked the structure of the narrative and the author’s writing style. I found this 
book to be unique in that I don’t know of any other book that deals with American Indians who have 
been living in an urban environment and how they attempt to reconcile their heritage with modern life. 

 
The Quiet American by Graham Greene          
EC Library: F GRE 
 
The Heart of the Matter by Graham Greene         
EC Library: F GRE 
 
The Power and the Glory by Graham Greene        
EC Library: F GRE 
Mr. Ammons says: I included these because I am a big Graham Greene fan. I think the moral dilemmas 
that Greene’s characters face and the consequences of their decisions would provide for plenty of 
discussion material. 
 
Graphic Novels (Non-Fiction) 
Displacement by Lucy Knisley 
EC Library: 741.5 KNI 
Mr. Ammons says: This is a nice storyline about relationships between teens/young adults and 
grandparents, and the importance of family.  

Hey, Kiddo by Jarrett Krosoczka        
EC Library: 741.5 KRO 
Mr. Ammons says: This book has some similar themes to Displaced, as far as strength of family, 
intergenerational relations, overcoming hardships and pursuing passions. 

 



 
Nonfiction 
Factfulness: Ten Reasons We're Wrong About the World--And Why Things Are Better Than You Think by 
Hans Rosling  
EC Library: 302.12 ROS 
Mr. Ammons says: A timely book for our times when there is so much negativity around us. 

Maid: Hard Work, Low Pay, and a Mother's Will to Survive by Stephanie Land  
EC Library: 305.43 LAN 
Mr. Ammons says: This would be somewhat similar to Nickel and Dimed (whose author wrote the 
forward for this book). Molly Richards, the Middle School Reading Specialist, recommended this book 
for our library. The author is from Port Townsend and readers would recognize the local places she lived 
and worked in the book and some might be surprised to learn how some people in our region struggle, 
even when they are working full time.  
 
The Ungrateful Refugee: What Immigrants Never Tell You by Dina Nayeri   
EC Library: 305.90 NAY 
 
Water in Plain Sight: Hope for a Thirsty World by Judith D. Schwartz    
EC Library: 333.91 SCH 
Mr. Ammons says: Science Teacher Shonna Siegers recommends this book for our library! 
 
Eager: The Surprising, Secret Life of Beavers and Why They Matter by Ben Goldfarb 
EC Library: 333.95 GOL 
Mr. Ammons says: Science Teacher Shonna Siegers recommends this book for our library!  
 

All You Can Ever Know: A Memoir by Nicole Chung     
EC Library: 362.734 CHU 
Mr. Ammons says: The author tells of her life growing up as the only Asian child in her town and her 
search for her birth parents. Once she finds her birth family, she learns that much of what she 
understood to be the story of her adoption was not accurate.  
 
The Poisoned City: Flint's Water and the American Urban Tragedy by Anna Clark  
EC Library: 363.6 CLA 
 
The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater        
EC Library: 364.15 SLA 
 
The Stranger in the Woods: The Extraordinary Story of the Last True Hermit by Michael Finkel 
EC Library: 974.12 FIN 
Mr. Ammons says: What could be more appropriate during these Stay Home, Stay Healthy days than a 
book about a man who lived alone in the woods for 30 years? In some ways, this reminded me of Into 
the Wild: a young man going out into the wilderness to live on his own, although in this case the 
individual had no interest in returning to civilization. 
 
 
 



 
 
In the Wilderness by Kim Barnes   
Mr. Ammons says: This is an older book (1997), which I recently read and really enjoyed. It reminded me 
a little bit of Educated by Tara Westover (strict religious parents, Idaho setting) but the author ends the 
books shortly after her high school graduation and her family home was not abusive. The coming-of-age 
teen rebellion storyline is more universal than Educated. 
 
King Leopold's Ghost: A Story of Greed, Terror, and Heroism in Colonial Africa by Adam Hochschild  
Mr. Ammons says: This look at the horrors visited upon Africa by European powers is fascinating. This 
was originally published in 1998 but remains very relevant.  
 
 
 
 


